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A meeting of Alcohol and Entertainment Licensing Sub-Committee will be held in 
Virtually on Thursday 12 November 2020 at 2.00 pm 

 
MEMBERS: Mr G McAra, Mr C Page and Mr A Sutton 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

Part 1 
 

1   To elect a Chairman for this Hearing  

2   Declarations of Interests  
 Members and officers are reminded to make any declarations of disclosable 

pecuniary, personal and/or prejudicial interests they may have in respect of 
matters on the agenda for this meeting. 

3   Licensing Hearings (Pages 1 - 97) 
 Woodies and the Annex, 10-11 and 13 St Pancras, Chichester, West Sussex, 

PO19 7SJ 
 
Application for a Premises Licence 
 
(a) Chair opens the Hearing. 
(b) Items arising from Regulation 6 Notice (Notice of Hearing). 
(c) Notice of any representations withdrawn.  
(d) The procedure will then follow the Sub-Committee protocol and    procedure 

note attached 
 
 
 

4   Consideration of any late items as follows:  
 (a) items added to the agenda papers and made available for public inspection; 

(b) items which the chairman has agreed should be taken as matters of 
urgency by reason of special circumstances to be reported at the meeting. 

 
 

NOTES 
 

1. The press and public may be excluded from the meeting during any item of 
business whenever it is likely that there would be disclosure of exempt information 
as defined in section 100I of and Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 
 

2. The press and public may view the agenda papers within Part 1 of the agenda on 

Public Document Pack



Chichester District Council’s website at http://www.chichester.gov.uk/committees. 
 

3. Subject to the provisions allowing the exclusion of the press and public, the 
photographing, filming or recording of this meeting from the public seating area is 
permitted. To assist with the management of the meeting, anyone wishing to do this 
is asked to inform the chairman of the meeting of his or her intentions before the 
meeting starts. The use of mobile devices for access to social media is permitted 
but these should be switched to silent for the duration of the meeting. Those 
undertaking such activities must do so discreetly and not disrupt the meeting, for 
example by oral commentary, excessive noise, distracting movement or flash 
photography. Filming of children, vulnerable adults or members of the audience 
who object should be avoided. [Standing Order 11.3 in the Constitution of 
Chichester District Council] 

 
 

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/committees
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Licensing Authority, Chichester District Council, East Pallant House,  
East Pallant, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 1TY  

 

Alcohol and Entertainment Licensing Sub-committee  
 

 
Date & Time:  Thursday 12th November 2020 at 14:00 

Venue:  Online via ‘Zoom’ platform 
Application for a PREMISES LICENCE  

(Application Number - 20/01201/LAPRE) 
  

Woodies and the Annex, 10-11 and 13 St Pancras, Chichester,  
West Sussex, PO19 7SJ  

 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1.1 That the sub-committee consider and determine an application made by 

Woodies Chichester Limited for a Premises Licence.     
 
1.2 If the determination is to grant a Premises Licence, to give consideration as to 

whether it is appropriate to attach conditions to ensure the statutory licensing 
objectives are promoted. 

 

1.3 The Sub-Committee is to give reasons for its decision.   
 
2. REASONS FOR HEARING 
 
2.1 The Premises Licence application submitted by Woodies Chichester Limited of PO 

Box 9349, Royal Mail Group Bloomsbury Bar And Grill, Verwood, Dorset, England, 
BH24 9GF has been the subject of 18 (eighteen) relevant representations, all in 
opposition to the application.  The representations were predominantly received from 
local residents, although one representation was received from Phil Johnson both as 
a resident and as the Chair of Eastgate Development Residents’ Association along 
with another from Anne Scicluna, City Councillor – Chichester Central.   

   
3. BACKGROUND 
 
 Included in this report are the following attachments: 
 
3.1 Copy of the Alcohol and Entertainment Licensing Sub-Committee Protocol and 

Procedure. 
 
3.2 A plan depicting the application site and local area in relation to the representations 

received by the Licensing Authority (Attachment A). 
 
3.3 Copy of the complete Premises Licence application (Attachment B). 
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3.4 Copy of all relevant representations (Attachment C). 

 
3.5 Copy of the two existing Premises Licences granted in respect of the premises 

subject of this new application (Attachment D).  These are both held by Woodies 
Chichester Limited: 

  
(i) Premises Licence No. 3815/20/00526/LAPRED.  This relates to Woodies 

Brasserie And Bar, 10 St Pancras, Chichester only.  This is the licence under 
which the premises presently operates.   
 

(ii) Premises Licence No. 3815/20/01059/LAPRED.  This relates to 10, 11 and 13 
St Pancras, Chichester.  The premises are not presently operated under this 
licence as the current layout is inconsistent with the plan attached to the 
licence. 

 
4 SUMMARY OF THE PREMISES LICENCE APPLICATION 
 
4.1 A copy of the complete application is reproduced in full at Attachment B.  

 
4.2 Woodies Chichester Limited submitted a valid application on 17th September 2020.  

As part of the application process, statutory public notices were displayed by the 
applicant at the application site during the representation period; this ran between 
17th September 2020 and 15th October 2020 inclusive.  In addition, a copy of the 
public notice was also published in the Chichester Observer on 24th September 2020.      

 
4.3    The applicant states the following within the application form which provides a 

general description of the site and the intended use: 
 
 ‘Restaurant/bar on one floor consisting of “Woodies” to the left and “The Annex” to 

the right of the property. Rear Patio Area.’ 
 
4.4  The application seeks a permanent Premises Licence which would allow regulated 

entertainment in the form of both live and recorded music to be provided, along with 
the provision of late night refreshment and the retail sale of alcohol at the premises.  

  
4.5 The table below illustrates the standard days and timings for the various forms of 

licensable activities being applied for: 
 

Licensable activities  Proposed by Application 

Live Music (indoors only) 

Woodies: 
 
Friday     23:00 to 00:00 
Saturday     23:00 to 00:00 
New Year’s Eve   23:00 to 00:00 
 
The Annex: 
 
Friday     23:00 to 00:45 
Saturday     23:00 to 00:45 
New Year’s Eve   23:00 to 00:45 
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Recorded Music (indoors only) 

Woodies: 
 
Friday     23:00 to 00:00 
Saturday     23:00 to 00:00 
New Year’s Eve   23:00 to 00:00 
 
The Annex: 
 
Friday     23:00 to 00:45 
Saturday     23:00 to 00:45 
New Year’s Eve   23:00 to 00:45 

Late Night Refreshment 
(indoors only) 

Sunday to Thursday 23:00 to 00:00 
Friday and Saturday  23:00 to 01:00 
New Year’s Eve   23:00 to 01:00 

Supply of Alcohol (for 
consumption on and off the 
premises) 

Sunday to Thursday  10:00 to 23:45 
Friday and Saturday   10:00 to 00:45 
New Year’s Eve  10:00 to 00:45 

Hours premises are open to 
the public 

Sunday to Thursday 10:00 to 00:00 
Friday and Saturday  10:00 to 01:00 
New Year’s Eve   10:00 to 01:00 

 
4.6   The applicant provided information within Box M of the application form as to the 

steps that they intend to take to promote all four of the licensing objectives; the 
application form is included at Attachment B.  

 
4.7   The applicant confirms that no adult entertainment or services, activities, other 

entertainment or matters ancillary to the use of the premises that may give rise to 
concern in respect of children are to be provided. 

 
4.8 Woodies Chichester Limited has nominated Mr Michael O’Neil as the proposed 

Designated Premises Supervisor (DPS) should a Premises Licence be granted.  Mr 
O’Neil holds a current Personal Licence granted by London Borough of Southwark 
(Personal Licence Number: 843606).  There any currently no reported incidents 
known to this Licensing Authority associated with Mr O’Neil. 

    
 5 THE PROCESS AND PROMOTION OF LICENSING OBJECTIVES 
 
 5.1  The legislation provides a clear focus on the promotion of four licensing objectives 

which must be addressed when licensing functions are undertaken.  Each objective 
is of equal importance.  The licensing objectives are:  

 
- The prevention of crime and disorder, 
- Public safety, 
- The prevention of public nuisance, and  
- The protection of children from harm. 
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5.2 In carrying out its licensing functions, the Licensing Authority must also have regard 
to its current Statement of Licensing Policy 2016 – 2021, statutory guidance 
published by the Home Office (April 2018) along with relevant matters raised in any 
representation(s).  

 
6 RELEVANT REPRESENTATION(S) 
 
6.1 A representation is “relevant” if it relates to the likely effect of the grant of a licence on 

the promotion of at least one or more of the licensing objectives.  Representations 
can be in opposition and/or support of an application.  As stated at paragraph 2.1 
above, the application attracted 18 (eighteen) relevant representations, all of which 
are in opposition.  All representations are reproduced in full at Attachment C. 

 
6.2 As outlined at paragraph 2.1 representations were predominantly received from local 

residents.  Representations were not received from any of the statutory Responsible 
Authorities.   

    
6.3  Whilst all representations have been reproduced at Attachment C, extracts from a 

selection of the representations in opposition to the application are summarised 
below along with a reference to the relevant licensing objective: 

 
 ‘…Eastgate Square is a quiet RESIDENTIAL area, and everyone in it has an 

absolute right to get a regular and decent night’s sleep.  Nightclubs not only produce 
extremely loud music, but there would also be a great deal of extra noise from those 
using it – talking or shouting to each other (getting progressively louder, due to 
increased drink consumption, banging of car doors, and possible drug taking – 
making the car park a dangerous area to cross at night.’  (Prevention of crime and 
disorder and the prevention of public nuisance) 

 
‘This is a busy and fast road at the front of the premises, even late at night, and the 
pavement is narrow. Crowds of happy people may be unlikely to keep to the 
pavement and may well cause accidents. At the back of the premises there is a car 
park which is unlikely to be lit at that time of night.’  (Public safety) 

 
‘….the high residences at the back will act as a funnel to draw the noise, which will 
rattle round the relatively enclosed area of the car park. With open windows and at 
1.30 in the morning the noise will be considerable with car doors slamming and 
motors starting up, as well as happy voices (or maybe not so happy!). At that time of 
night the background noise is much less, so that residents are likely to be disturbed, 
especially if they have their windows open for fresh air. It may also be that 
During the evening the live or recorded music could encroach on the peace of the 
residents.’  (Prevention of public nuisance) 
 
‘We already suffer from extreme noise from this premise until well after mid-night with 
raucous, drunken farewells and departing engine noise. The surrounding area is 
predominantly residential housing with mostly middle aged and elderly people. Not a 
suitable place for what would ostensibly become a night club.’  (Prevention of public 
nuisance) 
 
‘My concern is the impact of late-night noise from the later opening of the venue itself 
and from the subsequent departure of the customers and the musicians/technicians 
from the venue into the carpark. This is a quiet development and the businesses 
currently here, including the Nag’s Head and the Indian Restaurants, finish their 
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business at a reasonable hour and the late night noise is limited. Any noise is 
magnified by the layout of the development and is likely to result in disturbed sleep 
for us as residents. The main bedroom in these houses faces onto the carpark so the 
effect would be pronounced.’  (Prevention of public nuisance) 
 

 ‘The Eastgate Square development surrounding the New Park Road car park is in a 
conservation area and is a quiet residential area with a high density of town houses, 
flats and rented rooms. The provision of late-night live and recorded music and 
drinking with a closing time of 1:00 am in premises with direct access to the car park 
is totally inappropriate and unacceptable.’  (Prevention of public nuisance) 
 
‘The lack of functioning Security Industry Authority door personnel Sunday to 
Thursday does not support the requirement on the Applicant to fully ensure the 
prevention of crime and disorder.  CCTV cameras and recording equipment must be 
of sufficient quality to work in all lighting levels inside and outside of the premises at 
all times.  (The Application does not mention “outside”).’  (Prevention of crime and 
disorder) 
 
‘Public safety is potentially threatened by the impact of additional time for alcohol 
consumption, both on and off the premises.  Public safety is at risk from the conduct 
of persons under the influence of alcohol due to impaired judgement, uninhibited 
behaviour, and potential aggression.  Lack of adequate security measures threatens 
public safety.’  (Public safety) 
 
‘With the aftermath of closing time continuing well into the night beyond 1:00am in 
the morning, there will be noise and disturbance with crowds of people spreading 
across the car park and into the nearby residential streets. This will inevitably trouble 
hotspot. In addition, the Square is a massive amplifier of sound, meaning that any 
rowdiness or noise at ground level is intensely increased by the time it reaches the 
top floors of the houses – which of course is where most of us sleep. There is no 
doubt that it would cause a negative impact on residents’ health and well-being 
throughout the Square and beyond.’  (Prevention of public nuisance) 
 
‘There will be noise outside of Woodies, both before and after 01.00, from people 
leaving the premises, congregating in the car park and continuing with shouted 
conversations, arguments, farewells and the sounding of car horns – as they do now, 
but at much earlier times – if this application is granted. These sounds echo between 
and are amplified by the surrounding buildings. The promised “door supervisors” will 
have no authority to control, let alone prevent, this behaviour in the car park.’  
(Prevention of public nuisance) 
 
‘No child should be allowed into Woodies premises under any circumstances as they 
will be harmed by observing what adult customers are doing and, being highly 
impressionable they will think that becoming addicted to alcohol and other drugs is 
something expected of them because that is what “grown ups” do. Children are 
programmed to aspire to copy what they see their elders doing.’  (Protection of 
children from harm) 

 
6.4 All parties that submitted a relevant representation to the application were sent the 

statutory Notice of Hearing as was the applicant and/or their representative.  The 
notice invited the various parties to attend the hearing and specifically asked whether 
they wished to be represented at the hearing. 
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7 CONSIDERATION 
 
7.1   In reaching its determination, the Sub-Committee must take into consideration the 

promotion of the four statutory licensing objectives, the Council’s Statement of 
Licensing Policy, the current Home Office Guidance along with written and/or oral 
evidence during the hearing.  

 
7.2 It is very important to note that these are the only matters to be addressed by the 

Licensing Authority when considering this application.  The licensing objectives are 
the only grounds on which representations can be made, and the only grounds on 
which the Licensing Authority will be able to refuse an application or impose 
appropriate conditions in addition to mandatory conditions and those proposed by the 
applicant in their operating schedule. 

 
7.3 Human Rights considerations must be taken into account fully in balancing licensing   

issues, in particular, article 1 of the first protocol and articles 6 and 8.  Article 1 
relates to the protection of property and the peaceful enjoyment of possessions and 
property (holding a licence would be considered a possession).  Article 8 relates to 
the right to respect for private and family life, home and correspondence.  Article 6 
relates to the right to a fair trial.  These are however qualified rights and can be 
deprived of “in the public interest”.  Interference is permissible if what is done: - 

 
- Has its basis in law; 
-  Is necessary in a democratic society to fulfil a pressing need or pursue a 

legitimate aim,        
-  Is proportionate to the aims being pursued; and,  
-  Is related to the prevention of crime or, the protection of public order or health 

or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others. 
 

7.4 The Sub-Committee must consider each application on its own merits, and in 
accordance with the principles of natural justice, as well as the provisions of the 
Licensing Act 2003.  All relevant factors must be taken into account, and all irrelevant 
factors must be disregarded. 

 
7.5 All applications before the Sub-Committee must be considered against the backdrop 

of anti-discriminatory legislation including the Equality Act 2010 and in accordance 
with the Council's current Equality Strategy.  

 
7.6   In accordance with Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 the Council is 

under a duty to exercise its functions with due regard to the likely effect on, and the 
need to do all it reasonably can to prevent, crime and disorder in its areas. The 
possible crime and disorder implications are clearly relevant factors in the 
consideration of all applications and this is re-emphasised by the Licensing Act 2003 
itself.  In giving "due regard" to these possible implications members will consider 
and weigh up all the information available and representations made, including those 
from Responsible Authorities and any other person(s). 

 
7.7   The Sub-Committee are required to give reasons for their decision.  
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8.     OPTIONS OPEN TO THE SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
8.1    When considering this application the following options are available to the Sub-

Committee: 
 

(a) Grant the Premises Licence as applied for; 
(b) Grant the Premises Licence as applied for along with any additional 

conditions considered appropriate to promote one or more of the licensing 
objectives on which relevant representations have been received.  This may 
include attaching different conditions to different parts of the premises or to 
different licensable activities. 

(c) Grant the Premises Licence but exclude certain licensable activities from the 
licence or reduce the hours being sought during which the licensable 
activities may take place; or 

(d) Reject the whole or part of the Premises Licence application. 
 
9  BACKGROUND PAPERS   
 

- Licensing Act 2003 
- Home Office Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 

(April 2018) 
- Chichester District Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy 2016 - 2021 

 
10  ATTACHMENTS 
   
 Attachment A:   A plan depicting the application site and local area in relation to  

 the representations received by the Licensing Authority.  
  
 Attachment B:  Copy of the complete Premises Licence application. 
 
 Attachment C: Copy of all relevant representations and, where applicable, details 

  of any successful mediation. 
 
 Attachment D: Copy of Premises Licence No. 3815/20/00526/LAPRED and  
   Premises Licence No. 3815/20/01059/LAPRED. 
 
 Contact: Mr D Knowles-Ley 
   Licensing Manager 
   Licensing Team  
   dknowles-ley@chichester.gov.uk  
   01243 534743 
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20/01201/LAPRE – Woodies Brasserie and Bar – Relevant Representations Received 

Responsible 
Authority 

 

 No representations received from Responsible Authorities 

 

Public Name of Representor Address Stance 

1 Richard And Helen Levy 2 Lower Walls Walk, Chichester, PO19 7BH OBJECT 

2 Phil Johnson 
14 Richmond House, Church Square, Chichester, 
PO19 7BG 

OBJECT 

3 Virginia Korda 26 New Park Road, Chichester, PO19 7YF OBJECT 

4 Peter Webster 9 Lower Walls Walk, Chichester, PO19 7BH OBJECT 

5 Jane Webster 9 Lower Walls Walk, Chichester, PO19 7BH OBJECT 

6 
Chris Casburn And 
Bernard Buckley 

25 New Park Road, Chichester, PO19 7YF OBJECT 

7 
Jan And Michael 
Griffiths 

5 Keats Way, Chichester, PO19 7BA OBJECT 

8 Fiona Heard 23 New Park Road, Chichester, PO19 7YF OBJECT 

9 Nick Mason 
 
Richmond House, Church Square, Chichester 
 

OBJECT 

10 Peter Stoakley 5 Lower Walls Walk, Chichester, PO19 7BH OBJECT 

11 C Clarke-Jervoise New Park Road, Chichester OBJECT 

12 A Foxell New Park Road, Chichester OBJECT 

13 Philip E D Robinson 27 New Park Road, Chichester, PO19 7YF OBJECT 

14 Anne Scicluna City Councillor, Chichester Central Ward OBJECT 

15 Robert Harris Keats Way, Chichester, PO19 7BA OBJECT 

16 Brian P Adams 6 Keats Way, Chichester, PO19 7BA OBJECT 

17 Graham Cawsey 
2 The Printworks, St Johns Street, Chichester, PO19 
1UR 

OBJECT 

18 
Roland and Christine 
Jervis 

23 New Park Road Chichester PO19 7YF OBJECT 
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From:                                 Emma Burle on behalf of Licensing
Sent:                                  23 Sep 2020 11:52:57 +0000
To:                                      Emma Burle
Subject:                             Fw: 20/01201/LAPRE - Premises Licence at 10-13 St Pancras Chichester 
West Sussex PO19 7SJ

From: Timothy Horne <THorne@chichester.gov.uk>
Sent: 23 September 2020 12:50
To: Licensing <Licensing@chichester.gov.uk>
Cc: Helena Giudici <hgiudici@chichester.gov.uk>
Subject: 20/01201/LAPRE - Premises Licence at 10-13 St Pancras Chichester West Sussex PO19 
7SJ 
 
Dear Sir or Madam
 
Having examined the above application and operating schedule, as the responsible 
authority for the control of public nuisance, I do not propose to raise any representation. 
 
Yours faithfully
 
 

Timothy Horne
Principal Environmental Health Officer
Environment
Chichester District Council

Ext: 22297 | Tel: 01243785166 | thorne@chichester.gov.uk | Fax: 01243 776766
http://www.chichester.gov.uk
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20/01201/LAPRE | New Premises Licence 10-11 And 13 St Pancras 
Chichester West Sussex PO19 7SJ 

 
I write as Chair of the Eastgate Development Residents’ Association, (with members in 
Richmond House, New Park Road, Keats Way and Lower Walls Walk), and as a resident of 
Richmond House to object to and to oppose this Application for a New Premises Licence. 
 
Chichester District Council, in its capacity as the Licensing Authority, must promote the four 
equally important Licensing Objectives as detailed in the Licensing Act 2003. By seeking to 
increase the applicable premises covered by this Application, ie to include the Annex, we do 
not believe that the Applicant or the additional premises can uphold these Licensing 
Objectives. 
 

 the prevention of crime and disorder 
The prevention of crime and disorder is challenged by facilitating the additional consumption 
of alcohol and by the allowance of additional time for its sale from additional premises. 
The additional sale of off-premises alcohol adds to the risk of crime and disorder.  
The lack of functioning Security Industry Authority door personnel Sunday to Thursday does 
not support the requirement on the Applicant to fully ensure the prevention of crime and 
disorder. 
CCTV cameras and recording equipment must be of sufficient quality to work in all lighting 
levels inside and outside of the premises at all times.  (The Application does not mention 
“outside”). 
 

 public safety: the physical safety of people using the venue 
Public safety is potentially threatened by the impact of additional time for alcohol 
consumption, both on and off the premises. 
Public safety is at risk from the conduct of persons under the influence of alcohol due to 
impaired judgement, uninhibited behaviour, and potential aggression. 
Lack of adequate security measures threatens public safety. 
There are no appropriate procedures for addressing public health issues other than a 
reference to monitoring compliance with social distancing inside/outside the premises, and 
only when security personnel are on duty – ie Friday and Saturday. 
 

 the prevention of public nuisance  
Historically, activities at Woodies have already given rise to noise nuisance in the form of 
amplified live and recorded music being unconfined within the premises, uninhibited shouting 
and singing by customers in the rear open air patio area and excessive noise when arriving 
at and leaving from the premises. Late night disturbances relative to noise arising from entry 
to and exit from the premises, late-night vehicular traffic, slamming of car doors and 
sounding of car horns in the early hours of the morning constitute a public nuisance.  
 
Use of the patio under the current Licence has regularly breached the condition to restrict 
this to 10pm, as has drinking outside the footprint of the building – both are not in keeping 
with “the prevention of public nuisance”. The external patio area already attracts smokers 
who throw their cigarette ends into the CDC car park, littering the immediate local area and 
creating nuisance for the many pedestrians who walk along that part of the car park to 
access Church Square and the City beyond from its Eastern suburbs.  
 
The noise of amplified live and recorded music emanating from the premises can constitute 
a public nuisance when not appropriately managed for its immediate environment. It is not at 
all clear from the Application or the accompanying plan how Regulated Entertainment can be 
confined to The Annex only, excluding Woodies, after midnight on Fridays and Saturdays, 
nor how this proposal can control the escape of noise. 

Page 39



The licensing objective to prevent public nuisance will not be served by approving this 
Application for additional licensed premises and additional regulated entertainment facilities. 
 

 the protection of children from harm 
The Applicant’s comments are noted. Nonetheless, children may be at risk if they are not 
properly supervised or are exposed to adults who have become intoxicated, which can 
severely impair the ability to manage effectively resulting in either the child's needs not being 
adequately met or the child being exposed to harmful situations. 
 

 general comments 
Under examples of current “Covid” regulations, “vertical drinking” is prohibited, the provision 
of food and refreshment is via table service only and “nightclubs” are closed. The Applicant 
makes no meaningful reference to the protection of clientele whilst on the premises nor for 
when such legislation changes. 
 
The Eastgate Development and its surrounds is a predominantly residential area set in a 
Conservation Area which has matured significantly with the encouragement and support of 
Chichester District Council since the granting of the original Licence and variations thereto.  
 
The Licensing Authority “wishes to maintain and protect the amenity of residents and 
businesses from the potential consequence of the operation of licensed premises whilst 
recognising the valuable cultural, social and business importance provided by such 
premises”. 
 
The addition of further licenced premises in the immediate area does not support these 
wishes - the granting of a licence to additional premises in the Application (the Annex) 
changes the characteristics of the original licence from a bar/restaurant amenity to include 
extended live/recorded music and is contrary to the stated policy of the Licensing Authority 
wishes to maintain and protect the amenity of the residents (and other businesses). The 
proposals made in this Application are incompatible with and an infringement of the rights of 
residents to have the undisturbed use and the quiet enjoyment of their property.  
 
The Application is therefore opposed, and we urge you to reject it. 
 
Phil Johnson 
Chair, Eastgate Development Residents’ Association 
14, Richmond House 
Church Square  
Chichester PO19 7BG. 
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12th October, 2020. 
 
20/01201/LAPRE 
Proposed change of license for Woodies, St Pancras, Chichester. 
 
Objection to the application. 
 
I live at 23 New Park Road and the rear of the house faces the car park – close to the back 
entrance to Woodies.  
 
During lockdown the premises has undergone a substantial internal alteration. Notice of the 
new licensing application was posted at the same time as another notice on premises 
recently refurbished and intended to be known as The Annex.  This I believe will form part 
of the new layout for Woodies and as this notice suggests, will become Chichester’s very 
own City centre nightclub. There appears to be no doubt as to the outcome of this 
application. 
 
This is the 3rd licensing application -  a 2nd one was recently withdrawn before being 
considered by the Planning Committee - made on behalf of Woodies, in approximately 12-
18 months.  At the previous hearing, only the applicant’s representative attended and 
assured members of the Licensing Committee that the aim was to attract a wealthy, middle-
aged clientele to eat and then end the evening with a drink and a bit of jazz.  In reality …  
 

 There have been a number of occasions where the new or existing license 
conditions have not been complied with – notably, but not exclusively,  the use of 
the rear exit, lack of security personnel and the constant use of the rear patio area 
after 10pm.   

 Regularly, and with the knowledge of the designated responsible person,  customers 
have been drinking at the rear of the premises outside the curtilage of the building 
and not in the patio area -  essentially in the car park - in breach of licensing 
regulations.  

 There has been frequent and sustained noise from the rear of the premises into the 
car park from customers smoking, chatting and drinking when the patio area was 
required to be vacated.  Plus, a good deal of shouting, swearing and arguing and 
endless telephone conversations in the car park, during and after hours.  At 
weekends, groups of people congregate in the car park, having exited at the front 
onto St Pancras, talking loudly, smoking and generally being anti-social in the early 
hours of the morning whilst waiting for taxis. At no time are customers encouraged 
to leave quickly and quietly to avoid disturbing residents.  

 This irresponsibility, and lack of regard for the terms of the license, led to the police 
shutting down the premises on New Year’s Eve. 

 
Chichester District Council in its capacity as the Licensing Authority, must promote the four 
objectives detailed in the Licensing Act 2003. Of these four, the most problematic and 
frequent causes for concern in terms of how Woodies functions as licensed premises are: 

 The prevention of crime and disorder - anti-social behaviour has already been 
mentioned as have the need for the police to shut down the premises on NY Eve. It is 
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not unusual to spot beer glasses outside the premises.  A security presence was in 
place early into the operation of the existing licence last year, but that was not 
sustained and all subsequent events were not overseen by any security presence.  
Customers exiting at the front will always move to the rear of the premises to pick 
up taxis and it is unrealistic to expect them to do otherwise particularly if it is late 
and they have consumed alcohol.  This nuisance is not going to be prevented by any 
mitigating measures proposed in this application. 

 The prevention of public nuisance;  para 8.1 of the Licensing Policy states that: 

…The Licensing Authority wishes to maintain and protect the amenity of residents and 
businesses from the potential consequence of the operation of licensed premises whilst 
recognising the valuable cultural, social and business importance provided by such 
premises. Stricter conditions in respect of noise control will be imposed where for 
example premises are situated in denser residential areas or areas of mixed business and 
residential use.  

As the applicant is proposing a late-night venue with recorded music being the draw 
alongside the sale of alcohol until 1am, I cannot see how this stated policy can be 
maintained where, without doubt, the impact of the extended hours and noise will 
severely impact on the amenity of residents within the Square and those living nearby in 
St Pancras.  The applicant has already demonstrated an inability to adhere to the terms 
of the current license and cannot be relied upon to enforce all or any conditions that 
might be imposed in relation to this new application. Nor can it demonstrate that it has 
actively engaged with its own Operating Schedule. 

All submitted objections identify that this proposed alteration or addition to the current 
license is incompatible with the residential nature of the area.  There are many other 
residents the length of New Park Road and further along St Pancras and the Hornet, that 
will be impacted by customers leaving on foot late at night and under the influence of 
alcohol.  This significant nuisance cannot be offset by any measure or condition. 

I have one last comment, the Licensing Committee may, quite rightly, have specific 
questions for individuals associated with the business and the operation of the terms of 
the License.  At the hearing last year, no one attended other than the applicant’s 
representative.  How can the Committee be satisfied that the operation of the License is 
taken seriously or with commitment without hearing from those responsible for its day 
to day implementation?  The Committee must ensure, for the purposes of 
demonstrating that they have taken all things into consideration, that this is not 
repeated again.  Where information requested by the Committee cannot be provided by 
the applicant’s representative, then the hearing should be adjourned so it can be 
supplied by those who can. 

Fiona Heard. 

 

Page 56



Page 57



Page 58



Page 59



Page 60



Page 61



Page 62



Page 63



This page is intentionally left blank



Page 65



Page 66



Licensing application, Woodies, St. Pancras, Chichester 
 

I am extremely concerned at this application which asks for late hours (or to be 
precise early hours!) for drinking in a quite heavily residential area.  The residences 
in this area are several storeys high, and likely to act as a funnel  for sound.  In the 
summer evenings people need to have their windows open, but noise from the bar 
and also during closing time is likely to keep people awake, especially on hot 
summer evenings.  It is in a conservation area which is in great part residential. 
 
Prevention of Crime and Disorder 
 
In effect this looks as though it is likely to be a purely drinking establishment open 
until 1.30am, by the time that people have totally cleared away.  At that time of 
night there is likely to be disorderly exodus from the premises, especially if people 
have been drinking for some time.  It is stated that CCTV will be in use and that this 
will be capable of working in all lights inside the premises.  What about on the 
patio?  However, it would be totally unwelcome if there is to be lighting on the 
patio after a reasonable time of night, bearing in mind that the blue line on the 
plan denoting the active premises includes the patio. 
 
Public Safety 
 
This is a busy and fast road at the front of the premises, even late at night, and the 
pavement is narrow.  Crowds of happy people may be unlikely to keep to the 
pavement and may well cause accidents.  At the back of the premises there is a car 
park which is unlikely to be lit at that time of night. 
 
Prevention of Public Nuisance 
 
As already mentioned, the high residences at the back will act as a funnel to draw 
the noise, which will rattle round the relatively enclosed area of the car park.  With 
open windows and at 1.30 in the morning the noise will be considerable with car 
doors slamming and motors starting up, as well as happy voices (or maybe not so 
happy!).  At that time of night the background noise is much less, so that residents 
are likely to be disturbed, especially if they have their windows open for fresh 
air.  It may also be that  
During the evening the live or recorded music could encroach on the peace of the 
residents.  While the applicant states that the music will be kept indoors, he also 
states that patrons can go outside to smoke or to get fresh air – so doors will be 
opening, allowing the music to encroach on the outside area.  This until almost one 
o’clock is unreasonable for the local residents, most of whom will have retired to 
their beds before this time.  Having stated that there will be no customers on the 
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patio after 22.00 he also states that they can smoke or go out for air – which is 
correct? 
 
Protection of children from harm 
 
Aside from the fact that the sleep of children too will be disturbed by late night 
noise, we must remember that at the age of 18 one becomes an adult.  This means 
that while the applicant states that late at night children will not be admitted 
without being accompanied by an adult, sixteen year olds (or children much 
younger?), for example can enter with an eighteen year old and stay all evening – 
although those under age must leave earlier. 
 
There will be no off-sales after 23.00. 
 
I note that the application does not include requiring a licence for dancing.  
However, later in the application it does mention that discos may be held.  
Personally I have never attended a disco when there was no dancing! 
 
A further requirement for the residents is some form of ruling regarding disposal of 
bottles.  These are noisy things to dispose of, either after premises closure or 
before breakfast, and such noise is extremely disturbing for people wishing to 
sleep. 
 
There are several other licensed premises nearby, all including meals.  While I am 
aware that each application be decided on its merits, and that it should not set any 
precedent, if this licence is granted it may encourage other premises to decide they 
want to open until such unsocial hours as this is requesting. 
 
While we all want businesses to thrive in the present climate, this is not the place 
for a drinking establishment – the food element having been mainly split from this 
premises.  This is a residential area with eating establishments nearby.  It is not the 
place for what seems to be a nightclub. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Anne Scicluna (City Councillor – Chichester Central) 
 
October 2020 
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